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DID YOU KNOW?

Sri Moloy Ghatak, Minister of Law and
Justice, Government of West Bengal sent his
words of appreciation regarding the project
and the same was read out before the
audience. In that, he congratulated the
organizing team and expressed his interest
to be partner in contributing towards
mitigating the effects of climate change.
Gopal Lamicchane from the United Nations
Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) came down
especially to witness and be a part of what
he in his address termed as a ‘milestone’
development from the academia. He shared
his personal experiences of working in
matters and issues pertinent to climate
change whilst in office in Nepal and his
experiences of working in Somalia. Up next
was Manoshi Roy Chowdhury, Co –
Chancellor, Techno India University, West
Bengal who very inspiringly started by
quoting Tagore in order to take the
audience into the mood of the richness of
nature that is slowly being withered away
and being galloped in the phenomenon of
climate change. In her address, she
highlighted the international and national
efforts towards combating climate change
and brought a few best practices pertaining
to it.
Following this was the powerful and joint
presentations of the torchbearers of this
project- Dr. Abhijit Mitra, Director, Research,
Techno India University, West Bengal and
Dr. Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty, Head and
Research Fellow, Centre for Regulatory
Studies, Governance and Public Policy,
WBNUJS. They outlined the objective behind
conceptualizing and undertaking the
project. Laying out the elaborate
methodology adopted, Dr. Mitra gave the
entire scientific analysis of the results and
outcome. He too brought out the
recommendations that WBNUJS and the
High Court could take in order to develop
and stand better in the carbon mapping
count after all the purpose behind carbon
mapping is to ensure that the carbon
emission of a particular campus is identified
and steps are taken to reduce further
emissions. This mammoth project had
another dimension to it which was to find
out the carbon sequestration capacity of
some trees and identifying those trees, i.e.
capacity of absorbing carbon di-oxide from
the atmosphere.

By Somabha Bandopadhay
Research Assistant

The much awaited international
conference on climate change took off
on the 17th January 2020 with the
inauguration of the two days
conference at Novotel, Kolkata. The
inaugural ceremony began with the
auspicious watering of the plant as a
mark of dedication towards Mother
Nature reflecting the Centre’s zeal to
attain the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals. With the felicitation
of the honourable dignitaries on the
dais, the ceremony official commenced.
In the welcome address the honourable
Vice-Chancellor, WBNUJS greeted all the
invitees, faculties, participants and

Inauguration of International
Conference on Climate Change

C O N F E R E N C E S

The project on Carbon Mapping in the
WBNUJS campus, High Court area and a
few other sites of the State of West Bengal
was commenced by a short inauguration
on 13th November 2020. The project was
aimed at finding out the carbon
sequestration capacity of some common
tree species. After the completion of the
project, a comprehensive report stating
the outcome of the carbon mapping was
prepared. In furtherance to this and as an
extension of the same, the international
conference was organized and the release
of the report was scheduled.
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They spoke from their heart and left an
impression in the minds of the listeners
by communicating their ideas and the
initiatives they have undertaken at
Techno India University. Their
experiences portrayed how much a
group of individual can do if the efforts
are conglomerated and sincerely
undertaken. Ms. Laravoire very candidly
shared the transition from France to
India in all its dimensions, but especially
with regard to the environment that
was starkly disturbing. Mr. Roy
Chowdhury in his deliberation focused
on the personalised solutions that
could be taken. It seemed as though
the fresh young minds working in the
Techno India University is indeed a
great matter ofappreciation especially
when it comes to undertaking proactive
steps towards environmental
sustenance.
The final address was that of the Chief
Guest for the evening, Hon’ble   Justice
Sri Debanshu Basak, Hon’ble Judge,
High Court, Calcutta who enlightened
us with the decided case laws of the
honourable Supreme Court, a few High
Court decisions and the reality that is in
front of us. He made some remarkable
observations regarding the report that
has been compiled and its significance.
Congratulating the efforts of the team,
he expressed his eagerness to
contribute in his capacity within the
court campus in furtherance to the
report that has emerged from the
carbon mapping project. On a lighter
note, Justice Basak also noted that the
series of judgements the High Court
delivers is of no value because the
pivotal aspect of human existence-
nature is at such a deplorable state.

DID YOU KNOW?

The book was subsequently released and
the momentous joy was well palpable in the
organizing team and the members of the
team that conducted the scientific research.
With an enthusiastic vote of thanks by Dr.
Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty, Head &
Research Fellow, CRSGPP, WBNUJS who
thanked each and everyone associated with
this mega project and the two days
international conference, the inaugural
ceremony came to an end. The sumptuous
dinner that was arranged in the dining area
of Novotel was enjoyed and savoured by all
the guests and dignitaries. With this the final
day full of technical sessions was almost a
few hours away and everyone eagerly
waited for the vibrant discussions.
Solar Panels will be set up in the university
campus primarily from the money
accumulated from the registration fees for
the participants for the conference. This was
communicated by the Head, CRSGPP, Dr.
Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty.
Unveiling the report on Carbon Mapping
conducting by CRSGPP incollaboration with
Techno India University, West Bengal.
Replacement of the ACs of the university
campus will be undertaken was assured by
the Vice-Chancellor.
Waste management initiatives will be taken
up in the similar manner as communicated
by the representatives of the Techno India
University, West Bengal.
Justice Debanshu Basak too expressed his
interest over undertaking any activity that is
sustainable in its outcome and in adherence
to the report from the High Court campus,
he assured to take steps that would ensure
reduction in carbon mapping.

Dr. Mitra and Dr. Chakrabarty very
minutely took the audience to a journey of
how the project unfolded and how the
same was compiled into the book that was
being released in the inauguration
ceremony. 
Dr. David Zuckerman, Professor, IONA
College, New York delivered his address
focusing on how and what kind of steps
are taken at IONA College and in the
United States as a whole that ingrains into
them the idea of protection and
conservation of nature from their young
days. He also shared the varied
experiences that the students of IONA
were taking back with them after a week-
long students exchange program with the
students of WBNUJS and some schools of
the city. 

C O N F E R E N C E S
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The keynote address was delivered by
Guest of Honor Dr. Tanmay Ray
Chaudhuri, Indian Police Service who
pointed at the harsh reality that the
humankind is being faced with. Examples
of the dwindling ice-capped mountains to
the desertification in parts of the globe,
Mr. Chaudhuri brought the audience into
consciousness regarding what the future
would look like if we did not take steps
conscientiously.
The last two address by the
representatives of Techno India Group,
Meghdut Roy Chowdhury, Director of
Global operations, Techno India Group
and Pauline Laravoire, Sustainability
Director, Techno India Group were the
most enthusiastic and passionate
deliberations.



DID YOU KNOW?

Different papers on various interesting
topics were presented like Nitrate levels in
Hooghly Estuary, Mangrove fruit as an
alternative food for inhabitants of
Sundarban areas, Sustainable smart Cities
through Green buildings etc.   The session
concluded around 1:45PM and after that
there was a lunch break.
After lunch the third and final session began
from 2:30 PM. This time the topic was
Climate Change: Theory Law and Policy. The
number of paper presenters was thirty
three paper scheduled to be presented
during the session. Prof. Gopal Lamichane
and Prof. Tara Sapkota (From Kathmandu,
Nepal) and Dr. Sufia Zaman were the
Chairpersons for the final session. Here also
the participants touched on some important
areas regarding policy formulations
regarding climate change. The final session
was followed by the valedictory ceremony,
where the dignitaries were   all the
dignitaries were felicitated by Dr. Shambhu
Prasad Chakrabarty (Head and Research
Fellow, CRSGPP). The delegates spoke about
climate change and its severe implications
all around the world. How it is affecting our
present and how it will going to affect our
future if nothing is done to control carbon
emission. The digintaries further shared
their respective thoughts and how much
they are impressed to witness this joint
endeavour from WBNUJS and Techno India
University, Kolkata. And finally they handed
over the Certificates to the various
participants who attended the Conference.
Separate Certificates were handed over to
the Best Paper Presenter from each
technical session.
The success of the event certainly opens up
different avenues for future collaboration
with other universities, both within and
outside India on various other issues.

The topic of the first session was
Climate Change: Causes and Effects.
Twenty nine papers were selected for
presentation. We had Mr. Shyama
Prasad Byapari (from Bangladesh), Prof.
Rathin Bandyopadhyay (Professor &
Head, Department of Law, and North
Bengal University) & Prof M.K. Ramesh
presiding over the sessions as
Chairpersons of the first session. The
delegates discussed about the various
causes and impacts of climate change
and how it is affecting the environment
and our lives and how can we prevent it
and secure the environment for future
generations. The First session started
from 10 A.M. in the morning and ended
around 12:00PM.
The second session began from 12:00
PM. The topic for this session was
Climate Change: Mitigation and
Adaptation. In the second session a
total number of twenty eight papers
were scheduled to be presented. Dr.
Abhijit Mitra (Director, Research Techno
India University), Prof. M.N. Sarkar and
Dr. Jayanta Ghosh (Research Fellow,
CRSGPP) were the Chairpersons. 

C O N F E R E N C E S

The CRSGPP, in association with Techno
India University, conducted an
International Conference on Climate
Change: Impact, Management, Law and
Policy Formulations on the 18th of January
2020 at the WBNUJS campus. The
inauguration for the Climate Change
conference took place at Novotel, Kolkata
on the 17th of January 2020. The
conference was attended by various
dignitaries from different nations like
Bangladesh, Nepal and USA. They
discussed about the various impacts of
climate change in today’s environment and
how can we prevent it and also on that
auspicious occasion the project report on
Carbon Mapping was unveiled.
On second day of the Conference i.e. 18th
January around 90 papers were scheduled
to be presented. Three parallel technical
sessions were arranged for simultaneous
presentations within the campus of
WBNUJS. 
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International Conference on
Climate Change

By Abhijeet Nandy
Research Assistant



DID YOU KNOW?

With the felicitation of the guests by Hon’ble
Registrar Smt. Sikha Sen and the welcome
address delivered by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. N.K.Chakrabarti, the workshop
commenced.
In session 1 Paramita Neogi, the Director of
UNICEF, Kolkata focused on the problems of
women and children and how they become
victims of human trafficking. Paramita Neogi
focused on the importance of West Bengal
Task Force for the restoration and
repatriation of women and how the body
monitors cases in terms of tracing of family.
She also pointed out the term of the pending
case. For example- In case of a cross border
victim, family tracing takes more than six
months. Therefore, the West Bengal task
force has an action plan and a framework
which encompasses the role and duties of
the force. The four oaths which were stated
as a part of combating Human Trafficking are
‘Prevention, Protection, Prosecution,
Restoration’.
To tackle and combat the issues of human
trafficking, Judicial Training is important, as
highlighted by the discussion. Some of the
suggestions made by the speaker were:
1)  Child friendly legal procedures must be
carried out by Police Stations and also by the
courts.
2) 50,000 child protection committees should
be formed.
3)  Women Self Help Groups should be
formed.
4)  Monitoring of the movements of children
by vigilant groups.
5)  Amalgamaion of all NGOs in policy
formulation and policy advocacy.
6)  Use of online medium and technology in
the tracking of unreliable actions of
perpetrators.
7) Law to be made adaptable to women and
child.
Professor Rathin Bandyopadhay focused on
the need for Integration. According to him,
North Bengal has 22 NGO associations which
are currently fighting against Human
Trafficking. He focused on the importance of
proper training and regretted the low rate of
conviction cases in Human Trafficking.
Professor Kisor Ray highlighted on two
problems such as – Recruitment and limited
livelihood. Further he stated two solutions in
fighting the problem i.e. Technology and
online methods. In February’ 2019, United
Nations stated on making a global database
by all nations with Artificial Intelligence. This
would enable the recognition of the pattern
in understanding potential victimization.

The Workshop was graced by
dignitaries from the National and
International frame, such as Shri Gopal
Lamichhane (United Nations), Dr. David
Zukerman (IONA College, New York),
Prof. RathinBandopadhyay (North
Bengal University), Shri Saji Philip
(Director, International Justice Mission),
Smt. Paramita Neogi (Director, UNICEF,
Kolkata), Shri ShashiKantaPujari (IPS,
Human Rights Commission), Prof. Dipa
Dubey (IIT Kharagpur), Prof. Kisor Ray
(Director General, Techno India Group),
Shri RajuBaman (Duars Express), Shri
Amos Tshering (Anti Child Trafficking,
World Vision India), Shri Saptarshi
Biswas (Director, Justice Solution,
International Justice Mission), Dr.
Bhaswati Sengupta (IONA College, New
York), Shri Saurav Sen (US Consulate)
and Smt Sonia Kaul (US
Consulate)deliberating discussions on
the wide range of issues of Human
Trafficking and the role of legislation,
policy makers and as aware individuals
to combat it.

W O R K S H O P

The International Workshop on Combating
Human Trafficking: Issues and Challenges
Towards Achieving United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals was
organised by Centre for Regulatory Studies
Governance and Public Policy, The West
Bengal National University of Juridical
Sciences, Kolkata in collaboration with
IONA College, New York, Centre for Child
Rights, Department of Law, University of
North Bengal and Centre for Child Rights,
The West Bengal National University of
Juridical Sciences, Kolkata & in association
with International Justice Mission, Kolkata
on 16th of January, 2020.
Human Trafficking is one of the emerging
issues of discrimination in and around the
world. Therefore there is an urgent need
to fight against the consequences of
Human Trafficking. The Workshop
highlighted the focal points in the
legislation, initiatives by policy makers and
the various aspects related to the reasons
behind the occurrence of Human
Trafficking.
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International Workshop on
Combating Human Trafficking:
Issues & Challenges towards
achieving United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals

By Sanghamitra Baladhikari
Research Assistant



In panel discussion Dr. Shambhu Prasad
Chakrabarty, Head of Centre for
Regulatory Studies, Governance and Public
Policy and Saji Philip, the Director of
International Justice Mission focused on
the various steps of UNICEF in association
with  International Justice Mission. The
Director of IJM focused on the discussion
of trauma and the importance of recovery
from trauma as a part of the rehabilitation
measure. In order to combat human
trafficking, the rescued victims must be
released off the trauma that they have
faced through recovery sessions, training
stakeholders and transition homes. He
further emphasised on the role of NGOs,
Academia and the Government in the
recovery of dignity at community and
social level. 
In the second session Professor
DipaDubey focused on the vastness of
Human Trafficking as a problem. She
highlighted the major areas of Human
Trafficking such as Organ Transplant, Skin
Trade, Labour. She emphasised on the
need for proper definition of ‘Sexual
Exploitation’ as it is not explored under the
proposed legislation and the
strengthening of laws and the adjudication
mechanisms through –
1) Investigation
2) Prosecution
3) Judicial Dispensation.
In forwarding the solutions Prof. Dubey
highlighted the importance of ‘victim
support services’ and the evaluation of
Anti Trafficking Responses. She further
called for the need of a holistic effort to
address the issue of Human Trafficking.
In extension to Prof. Dipa Dubey, Mr.Surja
Kanta Baladhikari highlighted on the
position of victims and the ways we can
rehabilitate them to its original state. He
further revised the unaddressed issues
such as:
1)  Importance of granting the ‘victim’
status.
2)  Absence of 370A in the Victim
Compensation Scheme.
3)  Rule 7 of the POCSO Act with the trial
court. Capacity Empowerment

Cooperation
Coordination
Redress
Recovery
Reintegration

4) Pendency of applications.
5) Contradiction between clause 6(6) of
West Bengal Scheme and the
Amendment Act of 2018.
6)The limitation of access to justice for
the victims of human trafficking.
Dr. Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty
elucidated on the social stance that
prevails behind the gross realities of
Human Trafficking. Dr. Chakrabarty
stated that alleviation of poverty (as per
the Sustainable Development Goals)
must be addressed immediately.
Poverty becomes one of the vital factors
behind the rise of human trafficking and
the slavery system.
Dr. Kavita Singh focused on the
importance of training to combat
human trafficking and the need for
more number of judges to address the
special cases of human trafficking. She
further highlighted that the criminal
justice system is not equipped enough
to address the immediate problems of
the cases of human trafficking.
Ruchira Goswami questioned on the
relevant fact stating how many girls
have gone back to the trap? She further
focused on the importance of ‘Child
Protection Committees’ as a means of
combating issues of human trafficking.
Gopal Lamichhane from United Nations
Organisation highlighted the formula
for combating human trafficking –
1) Recovery
2) Rehabilitation
3) Reintegration
He further enunciates on the power of
media campaign and awareness
sensitization,
community involvement, national
policies. In furtherance with the ways of
combating Human Trafficking Gopal
Lamichhane stresses on the 3C’s and
the 3R’s-

W O R K S H O P

DID YOU KNOW?
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Shri Shashi Kanta Pujari (IPS, Human Rights
Commission), Shri Saptarshi Biswas
(Director, Justice Solution, International
Justice Mission), Shri Saurav Sen (US
Consulate), Smt. Sonia Kaul (US Consulate)
Dr.BhaswatiSengupta (IONA College, New
York) and Dr. David Zuckerman (IONA
College) in their individual discussion
recognised the gross violation of human
rights that happens due to human
trafficking such as:
1)  Rise of border trafficking especially in
Nepal, India, Bhutan, Africa, Tanzania.
2)  The problems of using falsified
documents as a instrumnet for human
trafficking.
Outcomes:                                                        
1)The recognition of policy level
interventions by the United Nations.
2) The formulation of Institutional Support
Program. Research units must be set up
which can develop proposals to combat
problems of human trafficking.
3) The Workshop
recognised the need to set up Training
Capacity Awareness Programs in regard to
human trafficking.
4)  The inclusion and empowerment of
women and children.
5)  Identification of the need to support
economically backward countries like
Somalia.

Concluding the proceedings of the
International Workshop, Mr. RajuBaman,
Duars Express and Mr. Amos Tshering, Anti
Child Trafficking, World Vision India focused
on the psychological impact of the parents
of the survivors. Shri Amos Tshering stated
that it is due to the absence of data that has
become the issue of trafficking.



T R A I N I N G
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Training for Officials on
Mediation in Consumer
Grievances

The Department of Consumer Affairs,
Government of West Bengal in
collaboration with Centre for Regulatory
Studies, Governance and Public Policy, The
West Bengal National University of Juridical
Sciences, Kolkata conducted a two training
programs, each lasting for a week, on
Mediation in Consumer Grievances. The
training was in consonance with the
provisions and rules of the amended
Consumer Protection Act, 2019. The
course structure was created by Sama, an
in collaboration with WBNUJS and
recognized by Ministry of Law and Justice,
Government of India in the top 12
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
Institutions of India.   The training content
and structure was in consonance with the
40 hours Supreme Court Mediation
Training Manual. The training was
conducted at Administrative Training
Institute, in two batches, from 6th January,
2020 to 17th January, 2020.
The training programme was inaugurated
twice for each batch of 6th and 13th of
January, 2020 respectively,

In the presence of dignitaries such as
Hon’ble Minister-in-Charge, Consumer
Affairs Department, Government of West
Bengal Shri Sadhan Pande, Additional
Secretary Consumer Affairs Department,
Government of West Bengal Smt Smita,
Joint Secretary of Consumer Affairs
Department Government of West Bengal
Shri Samanjit Sengupta, Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor WBNUJS Prof (Dr). Nirmal Kanti
Chakrabarti and Head and Research
Fellow Centre for Regulatory Studies,
Governance and Public Policy, WBNUJS Dr.
Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty.
The Resource Persons for the training
programme included some of the top
mediation experts of the country who
shared their global insights and
experience in consumer mediation. The
trainers for the first batch were Mr.
Prathamesh Popat (Counsel, Mediator &
Trainer), Mr. Siddharth Jha (Manager-
Centre for Mediation and Conciliation,
Bombay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry), Mrs Aloka Debray (Advocate), Mr.
Pranjhal Sinha (Co-Founder of SAMA), Ms.
Akshetha Ashoke (Co-Founder of SAMA) 

and the trainers for the second batch
included Mr. Veraraghavan Inbavijayan (Co-
founder and former Secretary of an
arbitration institution, CNICA and inducted
as member of ICCA.), Mr. Shaunak Thacker
(Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators), Mr. A.J.Jawad (Mediator and
Trainer with the ADR Group of UK), Ms. Iram
Majid (Director of Indian Institute
ofnArbitration and Mediation), Ms. Tanu
Mehta (Director for Center of Mediation and
Research, Maharashtra National Law
University).
The training focused on intensive discussion
and study of topics such as Role of different
Stages and Stakeholders in a Mediation,
Convening Techniques in Mediation,
Opening Techniques in Mediation, Emotions
in Mediation, Apology and Forgiveness in
Mediation, Communication Techniques in
Mediation, Negotiation Skills in Mediation,
Culture & Bias in Mediation, Ethics in
Mediation, Online Mediation, Mediation in
Consumer Disputes including Mediation in
Consumer Act, Judicial Pronouncements in
Mediation and Consumer Disputes and
Practical Experience from Consumer
Mediators, Drafting a Settlement Agreement
for Consumer Disputes (essentials of a
mediation agreement).
The training provided foundational and in-
depth knowledge to enable the trainees as
mediators as they seek to develop their
unique skill-set.

By Sanghamitra Baladhikari
Research Assistant



Act (2019) and its execution, Judicial
Activism, Discussions on landmark national
and international case laws, Information
Technology and Consumer, Mediation as
ADR and the essentials of Mediation and
Practical Training with case analysis.
Intensive discussions were carried out by
the esteemed trainers in the classes
followed by self-assessment classes
conducted by the members of CRSGPP.
The training was concluded by seminar
presentations by the trainees followed by
the valedictory session and distribution of
certificates. The valedictory session of the
Residential Refresher Programme for the
Presidents and Members of District Fora
was graced by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor,
WBNUJS Prof.(Dr) N.K. Chakrabarti and
dignitaries from the Consumer Affairs
Department, Government of West Bengal
such as Principal Secretary of Consumer
Affairs Department Shri Atri Bhattacharya,
Secretary of Consumer Affairs Department
Smt Soma Bhattacharya, Joint Secretary of
Consumer Affairs Department Shri Prasad
Basu, Registrar Consumer Affairs
Department, Shri Gangadhar Chattopadhay,
Hon’ble Member of Consumer Affairs
Department Dr. Shyamal Gupta and Advisor
Consumer Affairs Department Shri D.P. Jana.
With constant support from the Consumer
Affairs Department, Government of West
Bengal the 20 days training programme was
a success.

T R A I N I N G
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Residential Refresher
Programme for the Presidents
and Members of District Fora

The Residential Refresher Programme for
the Presidents and Members of District
Fora was organised by the Consumer
Affairs Department, Government of West
Bengal and Centre for Regulatory Studies,
Governance and Public Policy, The West
Bengal National University of Juridical
Sciences, Kolkata. The programme was
organised by the Consumer Affairs
Department in collaboration with WBNUJS
with the aim of disseminating information
and practical experiences about the new
Consumer Protection Act (2019) and its
draft rules. The training programme was
inaugurated on 3rd of April, 2020 and the
occasion was graced by dignitaries such as
Joint Secretary of Consumer Affairs
Department, West Bengal Shri Prasad
Basu, Registrar Consumer Affairs
Department, West Bengal Shri Gangadhar
Chattopadhay, Advisor Consumer Affairs
Department, West Bengal Shri D.P. Jana.
The training was conducted by the
esteemed trainers such as Dr. Shyamal
Gupta (Hon’ble Member, Consumer Affairs
Department, Government of West Bengal, 

Dr. Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty (Head &
Research Fellow, CRSGPP, WBNUJS), Dr.
Jayanta Ghosh (Research Fellow, CRSGPP,
WBNUJS), Dr. Pinaki Ghosh (MHRD IP
Chair, WBNUJS), Dr. Sanjit Kumar
Chakrabarty (Faculty, WBNUJS), Prof. Lovely
Dasgupta (Faculty, WBNUJS), Prof. Faisal
(Faculty, WBNUJS), Prof. Chengappa
(Faculty, WBNUJS), Prof. Sujata Roy (Faculty,
WBNUJS), Prof. Saurabh Bhattacharjee
(Faculty, WBNUJS), Dr. Asis Mallick (Faculty,
University of Calcutta), Dr. Souvik
Chatterjee (HoD Department of Law, JIS
University), Ms. Anwesha Pal (Guest
Faculty, WBNUJS), Mr. Surja Kanta
Baladhikari (Guest Faculty, WBNUJS), Mr.
Pranjhal Sinha (Co-Founder ‘SAMA’), Mr.
Abhirup Das (Research Scholar, WBNUJS).
The training focused on facilitating
knowledge on various topics such
Historical perspective in the development
of Consumer Protection, Product liability,
Medical and Housing Services on
Consumer, Trade Mark and consumer,
Procedural Provisions of the Consumer
Protection Act 2019, Consumer Protection 

By Sanghamitra Baladhikari
Research Assistant



DID YOU KNOW?

area that they were from and their
background as such. Concepts such as
criminal laws, procedure of reporting of
crime, human trafficking, drug trafficking,
LGBTQ rights and domestic violence were
explained to them in detail and he
concluded by explaining what law is giving a
prelude to the discussion by Vijoy Kumar
Sinha who dealt with the essentials of rights,
human rights and fundamental rights.
Taking ample real-time examples, Vijoy
could communicate the most basic ideas
pertaining to each of these broad fields of
law that was well taken by the students.
Somabha Bandopadhay continued the
discussion on fundamental rights and
fundamental duties by explaining to the
students such concepts as the students
eagerly looked upon and interacted well.
Often making the sessions interactive, she
quizzed the students and some of them
were very intelligent in replying to the
questions asked. The final talk was
addressed by Souvik Mukherjee who spoke
to the students on the different types of
government taking it to democracy and
about right to vote and how judiciously by
applying mind, one could vote in order to
bring the change that they wanted to see.
Discussing with the students on this crucial
right, made some of the students ask
questions like the working of the Chief
Justice of India, relevancy of the reservation
for certain communities contradicting right
to equality and the fundamental duties
among others. Summing up by Dr.
Chakrabarty with words of motivation for a
bright future the students and wishing them
the best for their upcoming exams, the
sessions came to end.
The BDO too attended the sessions for
some time and appreciated the efforts of
the Centre and the school for organizing the
much needed legal awareness camps. He
expressed hope for continuation of such
exercise and assured his support and aid at
every step. The team from CRSGPP was
felicitated with token of gratitude from the
Head Mistress and enthusiastic children bid
good bye before departing from the school.
Some of them also expressed their
eagerness to meet us sometime soon and
the broad smiles truly made our day a
worthwhile endeavor.

The first legal awareness camp of the year
was undertaken at Howri Dinanath High
School, Joka. The sessions were taken by
Dr. Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty, Souvik
Mukherjee, Vijoy Kumar Sinha and
Somabha Bandopadhay on behalf of the
Centre. The CRSGPP team reached the
school at 11: 30 AM. The faculties were
waiting for us eagerly and longed to
interact with us. With a brief exchange of
pleasantries with the Head Mistress, Gargi
Mukherjee, we
proceeded to interact with the teachers.
We were informed of the great
achievements of the alumnus of the
school and how the school was the only
one in the district of South 24 Paraganas
to be selected to represent in the All
Bengal Vichitra Vidyalaya competition
(uniqueness of my school) that was surely
a matter of pride of the stalwarts of the
school including the children. 

The interaction with the teachers was
mainly steered by Dr. Chakrabarty who
enthusiastically informed them of the
working of the Centre and the projects
that are underway.The faculties seemed
very interested and more willing to, if
possible, implement some of the
projects like Waste Management with
help of WBNUJS and the government. 
There were two batches of students- 51
students from class 10 and 62 students
from class 9. There were two different
sessions organised for them. Dr.
Chakrabarty began the class by
introducing simple concepts like getting
a platform ticket at the railway station
lest this would be considered as a
violation. This set the tone for the
purpose of the legal awareness camp-
ignorentia juris non excusat (ignorance
of law is no excuse). Dr. Chakrabarty very
lucidly moved in from one topic to
another that had immense significance
to the age that we were catering to, the 

O U T R E A C H  P R O G R A M M E
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Legal Awareness in Howri
Dinanath High School, Joka

By Somabha Bandhopadhay
Research Assistant



A special talk was organised by CRSGPP,
WBNUJS on the life of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose and his immense
contribution towards the freedom
movement of our country. The speakers
who graced the occasion was Shri
Chandrachur Ghose who is an eminent
writer on economics, environment, history
and politics and having a multidisciplinary
career spanning over two decades; and
Shri Anuj Dhar, an Indian author and
former journalist. The interactive talk
focused on the book propounding several
conspiracy theories about Netaji’s death,
which was later filmed titled Gumnami.
Shri Chandrachur Ghose initiated the
discussion elucidating on the ‘Plane Crash
Theory’ surrounding Netaji’s death which is
well known to every individual of the world.
But, Shri Ghose vehemently vouched that
there was no substantive evidence such as
DNA reports of Netaji Bose to support the
plane crash theory. Another significant
point in this context was that the
submission of the dead body was not
available for any verification. He then 

elaborated on the story of Bose which
planted by Rahman so that Bose could
escape to Russia. The speaker shared
various facts that supported it and
mentioned that there is a grey area
regarding the fact that Netaji was no
more alive at that point of time.
In the second part of the discussion the
speakers highlighted the Justice
Mukherjee Commission which was
formed to enquire about the case.
Important facts and archival records
were portrayed and it was stated that
the photos of ashes were sent to
different DNA experts across the globe
by Justice Mukherjee Commission and
after an extensive review the experts
stated that it was not possible to get any
biological evidence from the
photographs of the remains.
The point of contention that the
speakers argued was whether he was
killed? The Mission Netaji team
campaigned about the transparency of
fact surrounding Netaji’s death.

It aimed at proving that he was alive by
thorough justification through records and
data collected via years of research. After
the Mukherjee commission was reported,
the case was dead. It was said that the
debate will continue but it did not. In 2005,
RTI was passed and Shri Anuj Dhar wanted
to use the law to bring the information into
the public domain. Mission Netaji group was
formed, and this was not just about the
death of Netaji but a primary issue of
transparency. The government’s refrain that
the information cannot be published in
public was challenged by the group. The
government said that it will cause
widespread law and order disturbance.
The overall reception of the talk was
appreciated and among the audience were
students and professors, raising significant
insights regarding the discussion.

I N T E R A C T I O N  P R O G R A M M E
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Interactive talk on
Resurrecting the Spirit of
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose,
Son of Bengal, Pride of India

By Rima Ghosh
Research Assistant



DID YOU KNOW?

A short discussion with Anthropologist
Prof. Abhijit Guha was organised by Dr.
Santanu Panda, Research Associate at the
Centre in the archaic and historic
Anthropological Society of India in Kolkata.
The mammoth gamete of Knowledge
repository personified by Prof. Guha was
reflective while he shared ample
experiences from his field work. Very
humbly he explained the anthropological
basis of the research that is relevant even
to the research of law. One of the
interesting researches that he narrated
was the journey the land acquisition law in
the country and the state has had which is
inextricably linked with his journey as an
anthropologist since his PhD days. The in-
depth analysis of Swami Vivekananda’s
brother Bhupendra Dutta less known
anthropologist was captivating to listen to.

A meeting conducted between North Bengal
University and Anti Trafficking Network on 4th
of February 2020. As per the discussions of the
meeting a specific date for an upcoming
conclave was finalized i.e. 5th and 6th of March
2020 at North Bengal University. North Bengal
University affirmed to provide eminent
resource persons from their University as
Resource Persons for the conclave. The
invitation letter was decided to be drafted by
the University and documented under their
letter head.  However, while documenting
under the university letter head, ATN signature
will not be used. 
Other specifics for the conclave such as the
timing for the conclave was discussed. The
inception of the conclave i.e on 5th of March
was decided to be at 8.30 am following the
registration from 8.30am to 10am. The second
day the conclave was decided to start at
10.30am and end at 5pm. It was discussed
that the hall that will be provided by the
university for the conclave has a capacity for
130 participants.   Besides the members
belonging to ATN, participants from the
university is also expected. The banner size for
the conclave was given by the University as
17*6 feet, which was to be developed by ATN
and two Standees with size 8*4 or 6*3 to be
made. For organizing the conclave, NBU
proposed to contribute the venue, kit for the
participants, accommodation for the resource
persons along with the other requirements.
For organizing the conclave ATN proposed to
contribute, food, travel cost for the Resource
Person, Certificates, Banners, Stationary.
Sample of certificates has been
provided by the University to ATN.  WBNUJS
proposed to take the responsibility of calling
counsel general from US Consulate and child
protection advisor of UNISEF. Dr.   S P 
 Chakrabarty, from WBNUJS, apart from being
a Resource Person himself, further proposed
to call Mr.   Saji Philips from International
Justice Mission as guest. Resource Persons
such as PM Nair and Brinda was decided to be
contacted by ATN, for the Conclave and the
draft program plan of the conclave was also
discussed. ATN and
university personnel has confirmed to meet for
the final meeting by the end of February 2020.

M E E T I N G S
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Discussion with Anthropologist
Prof. Abhijit Guha

The enriching experience and the aura
that we are engrossed into is a sure take
away from this meeting and with Prof.
Guha officially being associated with us we
are sure that his contribution will make a
significant difference in the working of
CRSGPP.

Meeting Between Anti
Trafficking (ATN) and
North Bengal University
(Law Department)
members

By Somabha Bandhopadhay
Research Assistant

By Sanghamitra Baladhikari
Research Assistant



DID YOU KNOW?

Section 313 of CrPC with the addition of provisions titled 313A for victims’ right to be heard and 313B on victims’ right to be informed
on the progress of the trial.
Section 235 of CrPC with the time frame's insertion for pronouncement of sentence and victims’s right to apply for enhancement of
punishment.
Section 357A with the insertion of provision for part-payment of the compensation amount with thirty days of application before the
District Legal Services Authority.
Section 357C with modification by incorporating sections 326B, 354 and 498A of IPC within the fold of hospitals' liability to render
free medical treatment.
Section 4 of the NDPS Act with the addition of provisions titled section 4A for awareness generation programs, section 9B for
regulating the sale of drugs to minors and 71A on technological assistance.
Section 9 of the NDPS Act with the addition of provision on prescription on the number of drugs for personal consumption.
Section 45 of IEA with the insertion of provisions 45B on the procedure for collection of electronic evidence and 45C on setting up of
DNA test Centres and the procedures to be followed thereof.
Section 4 IEA with addition of an explanation clause incorporating shall presume clause for sections 313, 326A, 326B, 354A, 354B,
354C, 366, 370, 372, 373, 376, 376A, 376D, 376DA, 376DB.
Incorporation of blockchain technology to preserve and protect data privacy under the IPC and introduction of the sentencing matrix
for reducing disparity in sentencing with the the use of technology.

In furtherance of the invitation letter addressed to The West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata, dated 18th January
2020, the meeting was convened on 19th January 2020 at the Kazi Nazrul University, Asansol. The meeting was held to articulate the
necessary amendments of the Indian Penal Code, Criminal Procedure Code, Indian Evidence Act and Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act in furtherance of the invitation of suggestions from the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India from all law
schools across the country.
In this exercise, amendments in the form of modifications, addition, insertion and deletion of provisions of these laws were suggested.
The discussion was cumulated and codified by the CRSGPP and presented to the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor for submission to the Ministry.
The provisions that found a place in this discussion to be amended were

M E E T I N G S
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Criminal Law Amendments: 
Suggestions in discussion with Kazi Nazrul
University
By Somabha Bandhopadhay
Research Assistant
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Book donation to Koel Mondal , the granddaughter of Hashi Mondal  who has been working as house staff at WBNUJS for 
the last 19 years

Book donation to Ishita  , the daughter of Abhijit  who was  working as driver during the field visit
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I am extremely indebted to CRSGPP, WBNUJS and Dr. Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty for giving me an opportunity to intern at CRSGPP. I
joined CRSGPP on 21st August, 2019 and from the inception of my internship period of 10 weeks (21st August, 2019 to 13th
November, 2019), I was guided by the Research Fellows, Associates and Research Assistants.  
The first impression was absolutely mesmerising and at the very first day I had the orientation session by the Centre Head Dr.
Shambhu Prasad Chakrabarty & Research Fellow Dr. Jayanta Ghosh. I was assigned the work for the week and was directed to submit
the work progress report every week.
Apart from significant infrastructural and research aids available at CRSGPP, the work environment was cooperative and highly
motivating. I have gained immense knowledge through various research work on varied subjects, conducting literature review,
developing case study, data analysis, formulating various reports on field works. Every employee in the Centre extended their due
support and motivated me throughout my internship.
Getting an opportunity to work with such a great team is ‘THE BEST’ memory that one can have.

Internship Experiences

Interning at Centre for Regulatory Studies, Governance and Public Policy, WBNUJS from 5th of February 2020 - 5th of March 2020 has
been an extremely enriching experience. I was assigned various work pertinent to research on Tribal community and their right to
intellectual property. While working on this project I developed a lot of insight about the origin of tribes and based upon the empirical
data analysed by me, I have established a perspective on the prevailing tribal situations in the contemporary world. During the second
phase of the project I focused my attention towards the tribal people of West Bengal. Throughout the period of internship, Dr. Santanu
Panda constantly guided me and gave me meaningful insights. Mr. Vijoy Kumar Sinha Sir and others have always helped me regarding
report submissions and research work. Getting feedback from my mentors in CRSGPP was immensely motivating as it helped me to
grow and improve my research skills and abilities.   Finally, I would like to express my gratitude towards Centre Head Dr. Shambhu
Prasad Chakrabarty who encouraged me to delve deeper into the subject and kept taking time to time updates on my work.
To sum it up, the work environment was sincere as well as amiable. This internship in the esteemed Centre of WBNUJS was a great
experience that has immensely contributed to my knowledge and overall growth.

What is law, is a very dicey question. But what is not uncertain in this sea of knowledge is the perpetual pursuit to seek answers to the
questions. This quench of mine motivated to initiate my internship at Centre for Regulatory Studies, Governance and Public Policy,
WBNUJS in the month of February, 2020. I was assigned to a project which primarily targets to uplift the conditions of people associated
with unorganised sector with a very specific focus to the rickshaw pullers of this country. While researching on this project under my
learned mentors I acquired a lot of valuable information, knowledge and understood the reality in which the rickshaw pullers of our
country are living.
Working as an intern for four weeks in this research centre has helped me to grow as a researcher. The best part of the experience is
that I left this place with more questions than answers. With the valuable suggestions and advices of the learned personnel of this
Centre, I am humbled yet more enthusiastic than ever to continue the perpetual pursuit of seeking answers.
Finally, I sincerely hope that the project I was assigned to and all the other projects will be a great success and the marginalised class
will live a better life in the near future. At the end smiles on their faces have to be the ultimate satisfaction of a researcher.

By Pratyay Ghatak
Research Intern

By Tania Chatterjee
Research Intern

By Arin Mukherjee
Research Intern



CRSGPP is located at Room No. 22, West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences (WBNUJS),
Kolkata. WBNUJS is situated in the eastern part of the city of Kolkata at 12 L B Block, Sector III, Salt
Lake City. The university is well connected by air, by roads and by rail (through five major railways
stations, viz., Howrah, Sealdah, Kolkata, Shalimar and Santragachi). It is about 14 kms from Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose International Airport. Almost all buses, public and private, connecting the
Eastern Metropolitan Bypass and the centre of the city run through the bus stop located near
WBNUJS. Taxis and hire vehicles are also available to and from the university almost 24 hours a day.
The distance from the university to Howrah station is about 11 kms, to Sealdah station it is about five
kms, to Kolkata it is about eight kms, to Shalimar it is about 16kms and to Santragachi it is about 19
kms. Placed in the prime area of Kolkata, the university may be accessed through various modes of
transport within a reasonable time. It is at a walkable distance from the Salt Lake Stadium and is
positioned just opposite (from the western side of the university) to the National Institute of Fashion
Technology, Kolkata. The university is adjacent to (from the eastern side) the All India Council of
Technical Education and the Government College of Engineering and Leather Technology.
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