
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE INDIA 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DEMOCRACY ELECTION MANAGEMENT (IIIDEM), 

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA, NEW DELHI AND WEST BENGAL NATIONAL 

UNIVERSITY OF JURIDICAL SCIENCES, KOLKATA 

India International Institute of Democracy and Election Management, Election 
Commission of India, New Delhi and West Bengal National University of juridical 
Sciences , Dr. Ambedkar Bhavan, 12, LB Block, Sector III, Salt Lake City 
Kolkata - 700098 (hereinafter referred to as 'Parties') 

hereby, enter into the following 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to promote collaboration in research and studies on 
democracy, electoral laws and election management in India and other democratic 
countries across the globe for mutual benefits between the two institutions. This 
Memorandum of Understanding is based on the principles of equality and reciprocity. 

A) Terms and Conditions of Exchange: 

As per the terms and conditions mentioned in this MoU, the Parties agree to promote 
academic collaboration in the areas of mutual interest. The Parties do agree to carry out 

these activities in accordance with the laws and regulations. 
The forms of cooperation and engagement will be as follows: 

• 
Develop initiatives for collaboration in research and kowledge-sharing for a better 

understanding of electoral laws/ reforms and democracy n in India and abroad. 

• 
Organising conferences and workshops to take forward the research initiative with the 
aim of developing knowledge, expertise and capacity in electoral laws and democratic 

practices. 

• 
Introduce new courses/ training modules on electoral laws, electoral practices, and 

electoral data management. 

• 
Organise capacity building workshops for training election administrators/ staff and 
other stakeholders, with a special emphasis on electoral laws, election management 

practices, and analysis of parties. 

• 
Become a Resource Centre for all election laws/reforms, approaches, innovations, 
materials, documents, reports, and prepare and groom a new generation of well trained 
and committed electoral managers through updating their kills and improving legal 
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• To help design and launch campaign for increasing voters' education vis-a-vis laws of 
election and improving civic participation in elections in India. 

• Creating a repository of 'Electoral Laws and Reforms' and regular dissemination of 
necessary information through articles in newspapers/ print media, briefs and other 
popular electronic and social media. 

• Creating an archive of India's and international electoral laws 

Apart from the above mentioned activities, there will be a possibility of engagement in 
separately mutually agreed additional activities or widening the existing partnership to 
different schools/centres and departments within the partner institutions. This MoU does 
not affect the ability of either party to enter into similar agreements and exchange 
programs with other universities/ institutions. 

B) Specifics of the Cooperation: Activities/ Programmes: 

This section specifies the details of the activities agreed in the above mentioned section. 
1. Collaboration for research and knowledge-sharing will be undertaken under the 

following broad themes: 
a) Research on Electoral Laws: This would entail conducting research on electoral laws 

and legal reforms both at the international level as well as in India. The rationale behind 
this is to make elections more transparent, free and fair by the study of laws which 
guide various aspects of elections, and to suggest measures to make them more 
effective. The research shall aim at developing necessary handbooks/ manuals/ 
relevant secondary materials on electoral laws, electoral practices and reforms in order 
to support voter education and civic participation. 

b) Offering courses on Electoral Laws: The objective of this theme is to educate, train 
and update students/ election officials/ other relevant participants in terms of electoral 
laws and reforms in India through offering degree/ diploma/ certificate/ seminar 
courses to the students/ other participants. 

c) Developing an Archive on Electoral Laws: Under this theme, research in the form of 
documentation and archiving of electoral laws and reforms will be undertaken to 
develop a digitized repertoire in the area. 

Joint research initiatives under the aforementioned themes will be accompanied by 
dissemination of knowledge. This would include individual and joint publishing of research 
output in the form of journal articles, monographs etc. 

2. The research initiatives outlined above would be taken forward by bringing together 
leading legal theorists/ practitioners/ experts, social scientists, policy makers, 
development researchers, demographers, human rights activists, and civil society 
practitioners in the form of conferences and seminars. Training workshops can be 
conducted regarding the same. 
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3. With due emphasis on building institutional bureaucratic capacities, collaborative 
exercises can be developed to provide hands-on training and training workshops. These 
exercises would also involve efforts to collaborate with civil society,organisations and 

community organisations. 

4. Field-based research projects shall be be undertaken by the Parties, provided both of 
them discuss and mutually agree on the proposed research project and enter into a 

financial contract to support the project. 

C) Finances - The financial arrangements for facilitating the MoU will be mutually agreed 

separately depending on the nature of assignments. 

D) Liability 

Except for loss and damages caused through gross negligence or intent. neither of the 
Parties shall have any liability to each other under this MoU. 

E) Legal Relationship 

This MoU shall be construed as a statement of purpose to promote a genuine and mutually 
beneficial collaboration between the Parties. Nothing in this MoU shall create any legal or 

financial obligation between them.- 

F) General Coordinators 

At West Bengal National University of juridical Sciences Kolkata, the responsibility for 

the coordination of the collaboration will be: 
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At IIIDEM, Election Commission of India, the responsibility for the coordination of the 

collaboration will be: 

Director (Training) 
India International Institute of Democracy & Election Management (IIIDEM) 
Election Commission of India, 
7th Floor, Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road 
New Delhi 110 001 
Tel: +91 011 23052089 
Fax:+91 011 23052089 
E-mail: director.training.eci@gmail.com  
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G) Commencement, Renewal and Termination 

This agreement shall become effective on the date of signing and shall remain valid 
thereafter fora period of five years from the date of signing, by the representative of each 

institution who is authorized to sign on behalf of that institution. This shall be followed by a 
review of the agreement and may be renewed by mutual agreement for a further period of 
five years; hdwever, if either institution desires, it may be terminated at any time by giving 
three months' prior written notice to the other party. 

Two originals of this MoU have been prepared in English, to be signed by the appropriate 
officials froth the participating institutions. 

Each of the institutions will retain for its records one original. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed this MoU.as of the effective date set forth 
above, and each signatory warrants that she or he has the full authority to sign and enter 
into this MoU on,behalf of the party she or he purports to represent. 

  

t/4e_ti 10AA, 

	<41,4.7/Director Genera AccePted 
Mr. Suilee‘ p fain flAS1 ElectionCornmIion of Ind7 

fa-MI Director General, IIIDEM-4 	/New Delhi-1100:  

Election Commission of India, New Delhi 

. Date: 2-7 • t 1-1,2_0) 

   

Accepted by: 	, 
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